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And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in 
the whole world for a testimony unto all the nations 
and then shall the end come. (Matt. 24:14) 


OBERT BROWNING reminds us in his 
R poem Christmas Eve that Christ “who, 

very man and very God, trod this earth 
in weakness shall come again.” ‘The Advent sea- 
son indeed has always a double message. It looks 
backward acros the centuries to the coming of the 
Saviour at Bethlehem and it looks forward, ac- 
cording to His own promise, to the day when He 
shall come again “in a cloud with power, and 
great glory.” (Luke 21: 27) “Yemen of Galilee,” 
said the angels, “why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven? This same Jesus, who is taken up from 
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you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as 
ye have seen him go into heaven.” (Acts 1: 11) 

All Christians are agreed that worldwide evan- 
gelism is the primary task of the Church. We 
know this from God’s eternal purpose which 
He purposed in Christ Jesus; from the direct 
command given to the apostles before Christ’s 
ascension; from the exceeding great and precious 
promises in the Old Testament of a world covered 
with the knowledge of the glory of God. All the 
blue-prints for building a better world are within 
the covers of the Bible and we need no surveys or 
resolutions. What could be more definite and up- 
to-date than the words of the 72nd Psalm, trans- 
posed in the words 


“He comes to break oppression 
To set the captive free 
To take away transgression 
And rule in equity.” 


The four freedoms are all in that one verse! 


All Christians are also agreed that belief in 
the return of our Saviour is an article of the 
ecumenical faith. Christ repeatedly and in the 
most solemn words told us He was coming again. 
The Acts, the Epistles and the Apocalypse know 
no other Saviour than He who rose from the 
dead, ascended into glory and shall come again 
with the clouds of heaven. All the ecumenical 
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creeds and catechisms teach the Second Advent. 
Our hymnology breathes the hope of His return, 
from Thomas of Celano’s Latin hymn written in 
1250: 


“Day of wrath, oh day of mourning! 
See fulfilled the prophet’s warning, 
Heaven and earth in ashes burning! 

O what fear man’s bosom rendeth 
When from heaven the Judge descendeth 
On whose sentence all dependeth.”’ 


to that of Frances Ridley Havergal: 
“Thou are coming, O my King.” 


Only modern rationalism and unbelief after 
denying Christ’s virgin-birth, His bodily resurrec- 
tion and ascent into heaven, also mocks at the 
promise of His return, saying, “From the day that 
the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they 
were from the beginning of the creation.’ Let 
them mock! They may well read the whole of 
Peter’s terrible chapter on the day of doom, 
(written before the discovery of the atomic-bomb) 


The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night; in which the heavens shall pass away with a 
great noise, and the elements shall melt with fer- 
vent heat, the earth also and the works that are 
therein shall be burned up. Seeing then that all 
these things shall be dissolved, what manner of 
persons ought ye therefore to be? (2 Pet. 3: 10-12) 
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All earnest Christians of every school of theo- 
logical thought seem agreed that we face today 
an eschatological crisis. The day of the Lord is 
at hand. We hear the same note of warning from 
many voices. Professor D. R. Davies of England 
concludes his recent book Divine Judgment in 
Human History, with the words: 


Repent—that must be the burden of the Chris- 
tian message to this age, which is drinking the 
bitterest waters of all historical eras. In a day 
when the judgment of God has melted into burn- 
ing lava and is pouring through the ruins of man’s 
proudest achievements, let the prophetic trumpet- 
call of repentance pierce the tormented soul of 
man, so that men, here and now, may lay hold of 
the redemption done, once and forever, by God 
in Christ. 


It is surprising that even The Christian Century 
had a remarkable article on “The War and the 
Second Coming” (Aug. 18, 1943): 


It is interesting to note the growth during these 
past years of the new apocalypticism. This is found 
mainly in scholarly circles; premillennialism is a 
lay theology. But both share the mood which we 
find beginning with Jewish writings twenty-one 
centuries ago: a sense of hopelessness as to the 
achievement of good in history or by human effort, 
the belief in the existence of powerful forces of evil 
and their dominance over humanity and the course 
of events, and the conviction that human hope must 
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rest upon a final, decisive and irresistible act of 
God. 


And Mr. Winston Churchill is quoted as saying: 


there never was a time when the hope of im- 
mortality and the disdain of earthly power and 
achievement were more necessary for the safety 
of the children of men. 


The trumpeters of King Shaddai are standing 
before Ear-gate of Man Soul today. Bunyan says 
they are called Captain Boanerges, Captain Con- 
viction, Captain Judgment and Captain Execu- 
tion. In tones of thunder and in words of winning 
love they cry: 


Now is the accepted time, now is the day of sal- 
vation. Repent and believe the Gospel for the 
Kingdom of heaven is at hand. 


Paul’s missionary message and passion were 
due to his sense of external values through the 
Resurrection. ‘Our light afflictions are but for 
a moment”... soon there will be “the eternal 
weight of glory.” The things that are seen are 
only temporal. Paul saw the invisible glory of 
the world to come. He heard the inaudible voices. 
He laid hold of the intangible realities. His pas- 
sion for proclaiming the message of redemption 
was due to his sense of eternal values. He reasoned 
before Felix of judgment to come till Felix trem- 
bled. 


Dr. Deismann, the great New Testament scholar, 
believed that 


for the past thirty years the discernment of the 
eschatological character of the Gospel of Jesus has 
more and more come to the front in international 
Christian theology. I regard this as one of the 
greatest steps forward that theological enquiry has 
ever achieved. We today must lay the strongest 
possible stress upon the eschatological character of 
that gospel which it is the practical business of the 
Church to proclaim, namely that we must daily 
focus our minds upon the fact that the kingdom 
of God is near, that God with His unconditional 
sovereignty comes through judgment and redemp- 
tion, and that we have to prepare ourselves in- 
wardly for the Maranatha, the Lord cometh. 


Whether our view of Christ’s return to judgment 
be pre-millennial or post-millennial, these words 
of the great German scholar are worthy of medita- 
tion. Where men deny the reality of Christ’s 
resurrection and His ascension, they do not of 
course believe in His visible and bodily return to 
this earth. But that is the clear teaching of the 
New Testament. 


Complete Task of Evangelism 
It is not remarkable, therefore, that those who 
look eagerly for Christ’s second advent are eager 
to complete the task of evangelism. ‘This gospel 


8 


of the kingdom must first be preached in all the 
world for a witness.” The law of priority always 
produces a crisis. There is no stronger incentive 
to immediate evangelism than the imminence of 
Christ’s return. 


In a day when the pillars of western civilization 
are crumbling, and when the foundations of society 
seem tottering and when sword and famine and 
pestilence walk abroad, we must preach a message 
that is other-worldly or we have no message at all. 
Today’s evangelism must be in (the words of 
Adolf Harnack,) ‘in the midst of time for eternity 
by the strength and under the eye of God.” The 
older generation of evangelists were not ashamed 
of a gospel. that dealt with eternal issues. They 
preached a message that bridged death and re- 
vealed eternal glory or eternal woe. 


Evangelism that preaches Christ’s resurrection 
and His return, goes far beyond social reformation 
or new-world plans or political blue-prints. We 
can no longer go to the East to share the social 
and cultural benefits of the West, for the whole 
of so-called Christian culture stands at a period 
of terrible crisis, every section of it under God’s 
judgment. We are compelled by the present 
situation “to look for a new heaven and a new 
earth wherein dwelleth righteousness.” On the 
walls of a missionary guest-room in Sibolga, Sum- 
atra I found these words: 


“Light of Eternity—light divine 
Into my darkness shine, 
That the small may appear small 
And the great, greatest of all 
O light of Eternity shine.” 


In the harbor I could hear the noise of great 
merchant ships loading tin, tobacco and oil; im- 
perialism and commercialism dominated, with 
greed for gain and grasping of earthly treasure. 
But the Rhenish missionaries saw beyond the 
visible a greater treasure of God in human hearts, 
where the Light of Eternity had already dispelled 
the darkness of sin. -““What shall it profit a man 
if he gain the whole world and lose his own soul.” 


The return of Christ is the living hope for a 
despairing world. It tells of the dawn of an 
eternal morning after our night of gloom. As 
Jesus said to John on lonely Patmos: “Fear not, 
I am He that liveth and was dead and behold 
I am alive forever more.’ Because He lives, we 
shall live also. The cross can not be de‘eated 
because its apparent defeat was followed by the 
victory of Easter morning. 

We are not ambassadors for a dead hero, the 
Man-of-Galilee, but of Him ‘who was declared to 
be the Son of God with power by the resurrection 
from the dead,” to whom “all power is given on 
heaven and on earth.” And Who is coming again. 
We are not ashamed of such a gospel now, and 
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He will not be ashamed of us on that day when 
the secrets of all hearts are revealed and we shall 
see His face. Then “they that be wise shall shine 
as the brightness of the firmament and they that 
turn many to righteousness as the stars forever 
and ever.” “And many of them that sleep in the 
dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting 
life and some to shame and everlasting contempt.” 

When the gospel of the resurrection lays hold 
of our minds and hearts, we begin to see the 
meaning of Barth’s penetrating words: “Eternity 
is not the prolongation of time. Eternity is the 
Quite-other, the unknown which in Jesus Christ 
has broken into our world.” According to this 
conception eternity is as it were, the hidden, the 
other side of time. Time is empty, impoverished 
eternity. Eternity is time filled full. There comes 
a year, there comes an hour when things grow 
earnest, when some crisis comes. That means 
eternity is flooding into time, as a mountain fresh- 
et after storm floods the dry bed of a stream. 
Therefore, the fulness of time is the crisis. Christ’s 
return will be the crisis of all human history and 
its final consummation. “Then cometh the end.” 


The Great Incentive for Missions 


This hope of Christ’s imminent, personal, visible 
return is the strongest possible incentive to mis- 
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sions. It sounds the note of urgency. As Charles 
Kingsley wrote: 


“The Day of the Lord is at hand, at hand: 
The storms roll up the sky: 
The nations sleep, starving on heaps of gold; 
All dreamers toss and sigh; 
The night is darkest before the morn; 
When the pain is the sorest, the child is born, 
And the Day of the Lord is at hand.” 


Those who are filled with the hope of His com- 
ing, are also on fire for world-wide evangelism. 
The cloud of witnesses is evidence convincing. 
Great church theologians, great pioneer mission- 
aries and ardent evangelists are among them: 
Dean Alford, Delitsch, Auberlen, Bishop Ellicott, 
Van Oosterzee, Bengel, Godet, Bonar, Bickersteth, 
Pentecost, Whittle, Lord Radstock, Hammond, 
Munhall, George Muller, A. T. Pierson, D. L. 
Moody, Hudson Taylor and many others. All of 
them held the premillennial view and held it 
soberly—with loins girt about and lights burning. 

There are different views of the “times and the 
seasons” which the Father only can reveal in His 
own time and way. Our postmillennial brethren 
do not deny the second advent. Only rationalism 
and humanism in certain quarters mocks at this 
great and glorious doctrine. Even the amillennial 
group, including such great evangelicals as Pro- 
fessors Kuyper and Bavinck of the Netherlands 
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and Drs. Warfield and J. Gresham Machen of 
Princeton, rejected dispensationalism and the mil- 
lennium idea and yet they held just as firmly that 
Christ will return from heaven to judge the world. 
The greatest danger is not the discordance between 
these views of the time of the Advent but ration- 
alistic unbelief which denies Christ’s second coming 
altogether. The fulness of time for the coming of 
our Saviour was a fulness of preparation, of ex- 
pectation and of despair. So doubtless will be 
the signs of the approaching end of the age and 
the second appearing of our Lord from heaven. 


Practical Implication of This Belief 


Unless a Christian doctrine has practical effect 
in our lives, it is a dead-letter. For example, there 
is no particular benefit in a mere intellectual belief 
in the Deity of Christ unless with Thomas we are 
willing to call Him, “my Lord and my God.” 
Monotheism is the highest conception of God, and 
yet the Apostle James tells us that it is futile 
unless accompanied by repentance from sin and 
a living faith in Christ. “Thou believest that there 
is one God—the devils also believe and tremble.” 

It has occurred to me that there is perhaps no 
doctrine which has received such prominence in 
recent years, both in print and in discussion, and 
at the same time has been so little emphasized in 
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ing. Some have been very clever at preparing a 
time-table of prophetical events and suggesting 
the hour when we may expect our Lord. They do 
not always seem to have been as anxous to be 
found ready for that return. Premillennial teach- 
ing demands above anything else other-wordliness, 
a sense of stewardship, and a supreme sense of 
the urgency of our task. Now there is no other 
event in history which will have such absolute, 
immediate and startling effect on all property 
values, as the rending of the sky and the return 
of our Lord. Here are some practical questions 
that the Christian, who is expecting the speedy 
return of his Lord, must try to answer: 


Did Barnabas of Cyprus make a mistake when 
he disposed of his property (in view of his belief 
in the speedy return of Christ) and was not satis- 
fied to give of his income? Is it not easier for 
a camel to go through a needle’s eye than for a 
rich man to continue very rich and still proclaim 
his personal belief in the imminent return of his 
Lord? 


Are we all of us ready for His coming and faith- 
ful stewards of His blessings? Were men’s hearts 
ever so expectant of a climax and a crisis in history 
as now? Was the world ever in greater need of a 
Deliverer and Judge? Are not the signs of which 
Jesus spoke in the gospels, and which usher in 
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the day of the Lord, on the front pages of our 
newspapers? Apart from His coming is there hope 
for this disillusioned, stricken, war-torn world? 

Jesus came; Jesus is coming again. To accept 
these two statements which are the shortest sum- 
mary of the New Testament, with all they imply 
of faith and hope and love, would fill us with the 
joy of the early Christian church and their devo- 
tion. Such was the thought of a godly layman, 
Andrew Allen Clarke when he wrote: 


“Oh Wondrous Star! Thine own dear people yearn: 
Some with a distant hope of earthly good 

Which yet may be in store. Some weary, say, 
Where is the promise? Some, with anxious ear, 
Are hourly listening for the gladsome shout. 

For all, we pray O Lord, that hearts may be stirred 
To hasten Thine own time. Soon may the night 
Be over and Thy waiting, blood-washed Bride 
Join with the Spirit in the blissful cry 

Come Lord! Even so, Lord Jesus, quickly come!” 


* * * * * 


“The author of this valuable pamphlet does not distinguish 
between the two phases of our Lord’s Second coming, 
namely, the rapture as revealed in 1 Thessalonians 4, where 
the apostle says, ‘For this we say unto you by the word of 
the Lord, and the return of the Lord to the earth to set up 
His kingdom. The value of the article lies especially in its 
strong emphasis on the need of this great doctrine having a 
practical effect upon our lives, instead of being merely held 
as doctrine.” 
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